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THE PROGRAM

The Ph.D. Program in Urban Education is designed to prepare leaders in educational research
and policy analysis who have a broad understanding of the complex issues facing urban edu-
cation. The unique focus of this program is at the intersection of two principal research agen-
das: (1) research on issues of curriculum and instruction in urban schools, and (2) policy analy-
sis research on broader social, political, and economic issues that determine the context of
urban education.

The intellectual challenges of investigating the processes and practices of urban edu-
cation as a social and cultural institution require the broad intellectual base and diverse criti-
cal perspectives that only an integrated program of studies across a wide range of specialist
disciplines can provide. The intellectual resources of the CUNY Graduate Center enable stu-
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dents in this program to draw on elective courses and research faculty in many relevant part-
ner disciplines, including History, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, Economics,
and Political Science, as well as more broadly on expertise in the humanities, mathematics and
computer science, and the natural sciences, when appropriate to their interests.

Five core courses are required of all students (see below). To ensure that students
achieve a high level of disciplinary sophistication within at least one professional specializa-
tion, further course work is concentrated within one of three Studies Specializations:

Arts, Humanities, and Social Studies in Urban Education (AHSS)

Science, Mathematics, and Technology in Urban Education (SMT)

Education Policy Studies and Leadership (POL)

Examples of anticipated areas of research for student dissertations include: systemic
renewal of urban education, including teacher education; new information and communication
technologies in education; issues of language, representational media, and cultural diversity in
urban education; mobilization of urban resources to prepare all students for full participation
in global society.

Graduates of this program are prepared to take on a wide variety of important roles in
urban education: research and teaching in universities, including teacher education programs;
research and leadership positions in urban school districts and in state and federal government
agencies; policy analysis positions for private foundations; and staff positions with legislators
and legislative committees.

The program provides students with a unique access to and understanding of the New
York City public schools, the nation’s largest system of urban public education. The many
teacher education and educational outreach programs of the CUNY colleges have long-estab-
lished relationships with the city’s diverse schools and districts. Through research mentoring,
internship, and teaching fellowship arrangements for doctoral students at all the participating
CUNY colleges, the Ph.D. program works to connect conceptual perspectives with the realities
of urban schools and school systems.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION

All CUNY doctoral programs require that applicants for admission submit recent scores on the
Graduate Record Examination, transcripts from all postsecondary institutions attended, and an
application that includes: (1) two professional letters of recommendation, including at least one
from a university faculty member familiar with the applicant’s academic work; (2) an Applicant
Statement, which should describe the specialized area within the field of Urban Education in
which the applicant may wish to do research and his or her academic background, professional
experience, and career aspirations beyond the doctorate. (See General Requirements for
Admission elsewhere in this bulletin.)

In addition, applicants for the Ph.D. Program in Urban Education should normally have
completed a master’s or other relevant higher degree beyond the baccalaureate. (Exceptions
are made for outstanding applicants or those with equivalent experience.) Applicants must also
submit a portfolio of evidence of relevant accomplishments and a sample of written work, and
may be requested to appear for an interview.
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Applicants should normally have at least two years of teaching or other relevant pro-
fessional experience in education, preferably in urban settings and at the educational level at
which they intend to do research. In some cases an applicant may be admitted without this
experience, but must then subsequently complete it as a condition for advancement to candi-
dacy for the Ph.D. degree.

Applicants who lack specific preparation in essential topics either in Education or in a
content area relevant to their intended studies specialization may be admitted to the program,
but will be required to complete graduate courses providing this preparation, usually in a mas-
ter' s degree program at one of the CUNY colleges, prior to undertaking the course work or
research for which preparation is needed.

Applications for both part-time and full-time study will be accepted (see the University
requirements regarding residence in the program in this bulletin).

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
The following are requirements in addition to the general University requirements for the Ph.D.
stated earlier in this bulletin.

Course of Study A minimum of 60 credits of approved course work are required for a
Ph.D. in Urban Education. All students must complete the five core courses (totaling 15 cred-
its, as listed below) and enroll in the two-semester, noncredit Core Colloquium in their first
year. In addition, students are required to complete at least one additional, approved qualita-
tive research methods course and one approved quantitative research methods course (total-
ing 6 credits), and a program of required area seminars and elective courses approved by their
advisory faculty Studies Committee, totaling at least 24 credits in the studies specialization
area.

Under general University regulations no more than 30 qualifying graduate credits may
be offered as transfer credits toward a Ph.D. degree, but only credits that are programmatical-
ly relevant and have clear CUNY equivalents (as determined by the program) will be accepted
toward the Ph.D. in Urban Education. (It is normally expected that no more than 15 credits will
be accepted, except in the case of an applicant with prior doctoral study beyond the master’s
degree at another institution.) No more than 15 CUNY graduate credits required at the time of
admission to prepare the student for doctoral-level work in the program may be applied toward
the Ph.D. in Urban Education.

First Examination After successfully completing the core courses, students are eligible
to take the First Examination. They must take all parts of the examination before completing 30
credits in the program (excluding transfer credits) and may not continue in the program beyond
45 credits until they have passed all parts of the examination. The First Examination covers the
same general topics as the required core courses, including an announced list of specific read-
ings drawn from the core course bibliographies.

Second Examination The Second Examination covers: (1) quantitative and qualitative
research methodology, (2) the content areas of the student’s studies specialization, and (3)
such additional topics as the student’s Studies Committee may designate as appropriate prepa-
ration for the student’s research interests. The examination may be given in more than one
part. Students must pass each part to pass the examination as a whole.
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Professional Experience Students must have completed the equivalent of two years of
teaching or other relevant professional experience, which prepares them for the area in which
they wish to specialize, either prior or subsequent to admission, but in all cases no later than

the semester in which the student is advanced to candidacy.

Dissertation The student is advanced to candidacy for the Ph.D. degree after complet-
ing all other program requirements, passing all parts of the Second Examination, and receiving
approval of a written dissertation research proposal from a committee of three program facul-
ty members approved by the Executive Officer, one of whom has agreed to supervise the can-
didate’s research. The degree is awarded after the dissertation has been approved by the com-

mittee and has been successfully defended by the student in an oral examination.

Courses
Unless otherwise stated, all courses are 30 hours plus conferences, 3 credits.

Core Courses and Colloquia

U ED 70001 Urban Education Core Colloquium |
01 credit

U ED 70002 Urban Education Core Colloquium Il
01 credit

U ED 70100 The Structure of Social Knowledge

U ED 70200 Historical Contexts of Urban Education

U ED 70300 Logics of Inquiry

U ED 70400 Pedagogy and the Urban Classroom

U ED 70500 Educational Policy

AREA SPECIALIZATION SEMINARS

Seminars in Arts, Humanities, and Social Studies Education
U ED 71100 Area Seminar in Arts, Humanities, and Social Studies Education (Various Topics)
U ED 71200 Research Seminar in Arts, Humanities, and Social Studies Education

Seminars in Science, Mathematics, and Technology in Education
U ED 72100 Area Seminar in Science, Mathematics, and Technology in Education (Various Topics)
U ED 72200 Research Seminar in Science, Mathematics, and Technology Education

Seminars in Education Policy Studies
U ED 73100 Area Seminar in Educational Policy Studies (Various Topics)
U ED 73200 Research Seminar in Educational Policy Studies

Program Seminars
U ED 75100 Program Seminar in Urban Education | (Various Topics)
U ED 75200 Program Seminar in Urban Education I (Various Topics)
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Research
U ED 74100 Quantitative Research Methods in Urban Education
Prerequisite: Two semesters total of graduate-level educational research or statistics
U ED 80100 Independent Reading and Research
1-3 credits
U ED 90000 Dissertation Supervision
1 credit, 1 hour

Note: Students in the Urban Education Ph.D. program may register for courses offered by other CUNY
doctoral programs with the permission of their Studies Committee and the Executive Officer of the host
program.
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